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8 The letter from the warden and the following four sentences in the letter from Mr. Sordi to the warden, although correctly identifying plaintiff as a death row inmate and referring to a regulation which provides for three meals daily, misspell as "dinner" the phrase "three meals a day." The assumption of the latter
phrase as dinner was misleading and, in addition, the record shows that plaintiff received only two meals a day. We are confident that this oversight or misstatement, whichever it may be, did not convey any implication of deliberate indifference to the plaintiff's well-being. 9 This is not to say that prison officials may
abandon the duties imposed on them by statute or regulation in order to avoid liability under section 1983. On the other hand, the Supreme Court has made clear that, under some circumstances, prison officials have a constitutional obligation not to deprive prisoners of reasonable amounts of food and that the
breach of this obligation constitutes cruel and unusual punishment. See Procunier v. Martinez, supra, 416 U.S. at 405, 94 S.Ct. 1800. In this case, however, we are convinced that whatever infirmities there may be in the prison regulations involved in the shortage of food, those regulations have not been violated by
the prison officials. 10 Plaintiff's complaint, which the court below thought to be based in part on the Fourteenth Amendment's equal protection clause, was dismissed because, among other things, plaintiff was not a member of a "suspect" class. This ruling was obviously correct and it is not challenged on appeal. 11
Affirmed. 1 We are fully aware that a decision to date a case abates the running of the statute of limitations for the period in which the action should have been filed but was not, and that, under Fed.R.Civ.P. 13(a),
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